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Research Focus: 
The Debatin lab was among the first to identify apoptosis signalling as a key feature of cytotoxicity 
mediated by anticancer agents (1996) and to identify molecular mechanisms regulating sensitivity to 
cell death induction in tumor cells and has identified an intact apoptosis signalling system as an 
important prognostic factor in leukemia (2008). His lab has also made major contributions for 
understanding sensitivity and resistance in tumor cells and provided first proof of principle for the 
clinical use of apoptosis sensitizing drugs (2002). 
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